
Chanukah Bus Incident - Statement 

The lights of Chanukah teach us that it is our sacred m1ss1on to 
illuminate the darkness of the world around us. 

On Monday evening approximately 40 young Jewish Britons joined 
Chabad to mark the second light of Chanukah aboard an open-air 
party bus. Our plan was to head from north-west London on a tour of 
the city, with stops at Oxford Street, Big Ben and the London Eye, 
before returning to Golders Green. The Chanukah atmosphere on 
the bus was electric. 

At Oxford Street we got out on the sidewalk and danced to 
Chanukah music. A few minutes in, approximately three young 
Middle Eastern men began playing Arabic music from their phones 
and dancing next to us. They quickly became aggressive, and began 
making profane gestures and yelling "Free Palestine!" 

It was clear that they intended to continue escalating the situation, 
and our group returned to the bus to avoid an inevitable 
confrontation. Just as everyone returned to the bus, the young men 
began shouting profanities at the group, throwing at least one 
projectile on the top of the bus, spitting at the bus, and banging on 
the windows with their shoes. It should be noted that the attack 
attracted a large number of bystanders, none of whom made any 
attempt to protect us or otherwise intervene. Our Chanukah party on 
wheels continued on its route ane the rest of the event went on with 
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Let me be clear: 
1. On Monday evening we were attacked on the streets of London 
for being Jewish and celebrating Chanukah. While our bus contained 
no references to Israel, we were clearly a Jewish group. The young 
men who surrounded us were not engaged in political protest; this 
was a bigoted antisemitic attack in the heart of London, seen by 
dozens of others, who stood by silently.
2. I was present the whole time the attack happened and heard no 
"slurs" from my group.
3. I spoke to the young woman who took the footage that reporting is 
based on and she was absolutely clear that no "slurs" were made.
4. I spoke to the young people who were nearby at that moment and 
none heard or uttered any "slurs".
5. No one who I spoke with heard any slurs from our group at 
any point.

The only way to confront hatred and darkness is not to conform to it, 
but to dispel it with light and goodness. Indeed the Chanukah 
atmosphere at our party was not dampened, it was even more 
joyous. Still, no one should ever feel threatened and targeted for 
celebrating their faith and culture in public. While this incident is 
alarming, the common Jewish experience throughout the country this 
Chanukah-where some 20,000 people will have attended more 
than 200 public menorah lightings and events organised by Chabad
Lubavitch in the UK-is one of Jewish pride, warmth and joy. 




